WELCOME TO SIXTH GRADE!

Hello!  There are several topics we would like to cover to make you a successful sixth grader.  Sixth grade is a very important year.  You will need to begin to rely on yourself and become more responsible in all areas, academically, behaviorally, and socially.

Part of our belief in education is to find every student’s potential and have them strive toward it.  To do this it will be necessary for you to follow the classroom guidelines and the Mason Middle School handbook.

Classroom expectations
These are the guidelines for our room.  These guidelines will be in effect at all times.  

1. Follow directions the first time given.

2. Respect yourself, others and environment.

3. Actively listen.

4. Do your personal best.

Students who behave appropriately will be positively rewarded with

praise, positive phone calls or notes sent home, small rewards, class incentives and other special privileges.

If a student chooses to behave inappropriately, a “think sheet” will be sent home the day of the incident.  The “think sheet” should be filled out thoroughly by the student in complete sentences and be signed by a parent when completed.  The purpose of the “think sheet” is to help you become more aware and responsible for your actions and make better choices.  It also helps keep parents aware of inappropriate behavior in the classroom.

Severe misbehavior such as fighting, verbal abuse or behaviors discussed in the Student Handbook will result in the offending student being sent to the principal’s office. 

Grading Scale:

100-93% = A


76-73% = C

92-90% = A-



72-70% = C-

89-87% = B+


69-67% = D+

86-83% = B



66-63% = D

82-80% = B-



62-60% = D-

79-77% = C+


59 or less = E

Homework Policy

Definition of homework:


Homework is considered any assignment that is given by the teacher that has not been completed in class or sent home as practice.

Why we give homework:


We believe homework is important because it is a valuable aid in helping students make the most of their experience in school.  We give homework because it reinforces what has been taught in class and prepares students for upcoming lessons.  It also helps you develop self-discipline, responsibility and organizational skills.

When homework will be given:


Homework will be assigned Monday through Thursday nights and on rare occasions, Friday.  Assignments should take no more than one hour to complete each night, not including studying for tests and working on projects.   We will give you adequate prior notice before tests and quizzes.

Student’s homework responsibilities:


We expect you to do your best on homework.  We expect homework to be neat, including writing a heading.  We expect you to do the work on your own and only ask for help after you have given it your best effort.  We expect that all assignments will be turned in on time.  Unless stated otherwise, homework is due the following day.
All finished work will be placed in the appropriate trays in the classroom at the beginning of the day for homeroom classes and the beginning of the period for other classes.

When a student is ill, it will be the absent student’s responsibility to double check about the material missed.  A folder will be waiting for the student when he or she returns to school.  

If students do not complete homework: 


We feel it is important for students to realize that they are in the middle school.  We also feel the importance of being consistent throughout the year.  Therefore, any assignment will be graded as is on the due date.  Consequently, incomplete work will be graded as it appears when turned in for that day.  If the assignment is not at school on the due date, we will only accept it the following day with a missing assignment log attached.  The highest grade it can receive is 75% (50% after the second marking period).  You will receive three homework passes for each semester.  For the potential to earn full credit on that assignment, the ticket must be stapled to the work and turned in the next day.  These cannot be used for major projects or papers.  Students will have an opportunity to earn 50% on all assignments missing at the end of the week if completed during Friday's catch-up/incentive
Friday Folders & Weekly Work Notes:


All work done and graded during a week’s time will be sent home on Friday.  It is important that you share this folder with your parent(s).  The weekly work note must be signed and returned to school Monday.

Planner
Each student will be given a planner.  It must be filled out at the end each core class.  It will be the ticket out the door.

Be Prepared

Each student will be given textbooks, a math binder, and a school calculator.  Each student will be responsible for keeping these materials in good condition from September to June.  Teachers will inform students on the necessary materials required for each class.  It will be the student’s responsibility to arrive to each class on time with the necessary materials.

Paper Heading

All papers should have a heading or it will be marked down 10%.  In the upper right hand corner, the student’s first and last name, student’s number, date, and class must be printed clearly.
Bathroom/Hall Procedures

Students have a 4-minute break between classes.  During this time the students are expected to prepare themselves for the next class and use the restroom (or get a drink) if necessary.  However, we understand that sometimes a student may need to leave our rooms during class.  The student needs to choose an appropriate time to do this.  Students must have permission and a pass from the teacher to leave the room during class.  For each marking period, you will have 4 "free" passports to leave the room for the restroom, materials, etc.  If a student is abusing this privilege, it will be revoked.

Rewards/Incentives/Field Trips

· Praise

· Student of the week

· Student of the month

· “Wish” tickets
· Field Day

· Friday incentive time
· Classroom luncheons

· Read-In

· Movies

· Summer Festival at Michigan Adventure

Our goal is to help you achieve yours! 

